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From the Dean of School 

 

Happy Friday!  
 
The 8th graders are working hard on their state mandated SAS testing 
today as I write to you.   The teachers are busy proctoring and 
administering the computerized exams.  The schoolwide effort to 
administer these state exams is tremendous.  A special thank you to Ms. 
Marcotte for chairing the SAS/AIR Testing Subcommittee at the school. 
 
Remember that Spring Break is the week of April 23-27.  There are no 
classes for all students. 
 
The Student Activities Committee is planning Spirit Week for April 30 - 
May 4.    Teacher Appreciation Day is scheduled for Thursday, May 3. 
This is a great time to THANK our hardworking and dedicated teachers!  
 
Have a good weekend! 
 
With gratitude, 
Maureen Mooney 
Dean of School 
 

 

From the Assistant Director of Student Services 

Hello Founders Academy Families, 

There are a number of spring college fairs coming up. If you haven’t had a 
chance to attend a college fair yet, we would recommend checking out one 
of these events. College fairs are a great way to learn about schools, talk 
with admissions counselors and collect information. It’s never too early to 
start planning for college! 

 

NEACAC (New England Association for College Admission Counseling)  

Spring College Fairs 2018 

 
 
~Debra Castonguay, Assistant Director of Student Services  
 ( debra.castonguay@tfanh.org ) 

 

 

 

https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/assessment/index.htm
http://www.neacac.org/2018-spring-fair-schedule
mailto:debra.castonguay@tfanh.org


School News 

 

John Stark Day 2018 

John Stark Day 2018 was a great success for The Founders Academy!  This is the first year that 
the day is on the second Monday of April, not the fourth, thanks in no small part to our students who 
testified in Concord on behalf of House Bill 91.  In addition to our yearly tradition of reading facts 
about the life of John Stark over the intercom during the day, we had our first annual John Stark 
Day Breakfast Fundraiser for invited guests.  We had a student speaker, Leah D., who talked briefly 
about her experience testifying in Concord for the bill.  Mrs. Cormier sang a beautiful rendition of 
the Star Spangled Banner, followed by the Chorus 2 students singing “Chester,” the unofficial New 
England anthem of the Revolutionary War written by William Billings.  Next a selection of our drama 
students performed a short skit of the life of General Stark.  Barbara Biggie, the sponsor of House 
Bill 91, was the recipient of the first General John Stark Day Award.  A special thank you goes to 
Mrs. Kristi Scarpone for emceeing this event and to Mr. Van Ewyk and Dean Mooney for their help 
as well.  
 









  

 

Union Leader Article 

Mr. Van Ewyk had an Op Ed in Monday's Union Leader about John Stark Day!  
 
http://www.unionleader.com/Another-View-Gregory-Van-Ewyk-Celebrating-John-Starks-legacy-whe
n-school-is-actually-in-session-04092018 
 

 

Middle School Drama Play - Save the Date 

The Middle School Drama Club is currently rehearsing for the play Peter Pan.  Be sure to mark your 
calendars now to attend May 18th-19th! 
 

 

 

 

Sewing Club Donation Project 

http://www.unionleader.com/Another-View-Gregory-Van-Ewyk-Celebrating-John-Starks-legacy-when-school-is-actually-in-session-04092018
http://www.unionleader.com/Another-View-Gregory-Van-Ewyk-Celebrating-John-Starks-legacy-when-school-is-actually-in-session-04092018


Sewing club is making baby quilts to donate for babies in need.  Students have carefully cut out 
pieces to create a pattern and stitched them together to create a beautiful blanket.  The only thing 
left is to back it and they are off to keep a baby warm.  
 
 

 

 

 

Lost and Found 

Below are pictures of the items in our lost and found.  There are quite a few, so if you see 
something that belongs to your student please make sure they retrieve it soon.  The lost and found 
items are regularly donated to Goodwill. 





 

 

 

PTSA Restaurant Fundraiser 

Join us for a TFA PTSA fundraiser at Margaritas-Manchester!! 
 
Join us at Margaritas Mexican Restaurant, 1037 Elm Street, Manchester, NH on Tuesday, April 
17, 2018 from 4pm to close.  Margaritas will host a Noche Mexicana Fundraiser and donate 20% 
of pre-taxed food and beverage sales from participating families, friends and supporters to the TFA 
Parent Teacher Student Association. Guests can choose items from any of their menus, takeout 
orders included.  
 
Call Ahead Seating: (603) 647-7717. 
 
We encourage students, parents and community members to join us as we raise funds to support 
the TFA PTSA. Please share this invitation with friends, family and community members. 
 
If you have questions about this event, please contact Noelle Taku @ noelle.taku@tfanh.org. 
 
Please make sure to let your server know, by showing them a paper copy or digital copy of the 
Noche Mexicana Fundraiser flyer (seen below), that you are there to support the fundraiser, so that 
20% of your pre-tax food and beverage purchases will be donated to the TFA PTSA.  **If you forget 
your flyer, there will be paper copies onsite. Please simply ask a manager for another**. 



 

 

Summer Camps at Founders! 

Dear Parents, 
 
Here is the LINK to the Summer Camp page on our website and to register for the different camps 
named below:  
 
Middle School Prep 
Learn how to ace middle school! The transition to middle school can be a tough one -- Middle 
School Prep will help make it smoother. Through fun activities we will learn about time and work 
management, organizational skills, note taking, and study techniques.  
 
Learn how to keep an agenda and prioritize tasks. Students will learn how to organize a notebook / 
binder for success in class as well as note-taking and studying techniques. Appropriate for 6th, 7th, 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1207671&pageId=1375149


and 8th graders as well as high schoolers struggling with these skills.  
 
Grammar Bootcamp 
Grammar doesn’t need to be an intimidating mystery! Through this course, students will become 
familiar with parts of speech, punctuation rules, and grammatical conventions so that they can take 
ownership of their own writing and communication as leaders.  
 
This class will combine lessons with activities as we not only learn these important definitions and 
rules, but also apply them. This camp is appropriate for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students.  
 
Pre-Algebra & Algebra Skills Camp 
In this camp, we'll focus on building and strengthening the math skills most important for the 
pre-algebra (Course 3) and algebra (Algebra 1) courses.  A brief pre-test will be given to help 
identify which skills each student needs the most attention with, and then each day's lessons, 
discussions, and practice will be focused on them. As well, this camp will coincide with an 
entry-level arithmetic camp, so students can move to and from the two camps as needed (pending 
space availability) to focus on skills they need.  
 
Students should be prepared with pencils, erasers, a basic scientific calculator (or better, but no 
phones/tablets), and any previous math work that shows which skills are needed. Anticipated topics 
are exponents and roots; substitution; graphing foundations; solving simple equations; 
mathematical inverse operations; and word-problem solving skills, though it will highly depend on 
students' needs. 
 
Advanced Algebra Skills Camp 
In this camp, we'll focus on mid- to high-level algebra skills most important to Algebra 1 and 2 
courses.  A brief pre-test will be given to help identify which skills each student needs the most 
attention with, and each day's lessons, discussions, and practice will be focused on them.  
 
Students should be prepared with pencils, erasers, a basic scientific calculator (or better, but no 
phones/tablets), and any previous math work that shows which skills are needed. Anticipated topics 
are advanced graphing of linear equations; exponent and root rules and patterns, including 
negative and fractional exponents; solving, reporting, and graphing inequalities; rearranging 
formulae; direct and inverse variation; factoring and solving quadratic equations; and solving 
systems of equations. Other Algebra 2 topics may be covered if time permits, such as rational 
polynomials and radical equations. 
 
Best of Broadway 
Through "The Best of Broadway" will present a staged performance of songs from famous 
Broadway musicals!  All "campers" will sing (solos, duets, ensembles) and will work on stage 
movement even with some tap dancing! Some shows will be, "Forty Second Street"; "Cabaret", 
"The Phantom of the Opera"; "Carousel"; "Cinderella", and "All That Jazz". 
 
Students are also welcome to bring in their own repertoire ideas! 
 
The camp will run July 23 - 27 and a parent performance will be held on Friday July 27 at 3:00 pm. 
The class will be lead by Ms. Jane Cormier, and it will run 9:00 am - 3:00 pm each day. Campers 
should bring lunch, snack, and proper stage rehearsal clothes including stage shoes such as 
Capezio dance shoes. All ages are welcome (grades 6-12).  For more information, contact 



j.cormier@tfanh.org.  
 
Lucky Numbers 
This math camp is an opportunity for middle-school students (Grades 6-8) to review and improve 
their math skills over the summer season.  
 
Each day we will complete a fun and challenging activity requiring one of the major math skills 
needed for success in middle-school. These topics will be based on the needs of the students 
enrolled. Students who have mastered the middle school skills will be given the opportunity to 
experience algebra concepts.  
 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities/Donations/Fundraising 

 

United Way Contributions 

Parents and Friends, if your employer supports contributions to the United Way by payroll 
deduction, remember, you can ear-mark your United Way contribution for the Founders Academy, 
and help support the school.  Please consider contributing to The Founders Academy through the 
United Way if your company offers this option. 
 
Thank you! 
 

 

Art Supplies Donations Needed 

The art department is in need of a hot glue gun, hot glue sticks, and paper towels. 
 
Thank you! 
 

 

Most Needed Items: Updated 

As always, we rely on donations here at Founders for most of our school necessities; below are the 
latest needs: 
 
Command strips 
Paper shredder(s) 
large manila envelopes - We need varying sizes - 8 1/2 x 11 (or larger) and expandable envelopes 



as well. 
Mac & cheese and snacks for lunches *no nuts* 
Sharpies/Expo markers 
cleaning solution (windex/disinfectant) 
paper plates  
Scotch tape 
AAA batteries 
plastic forks and spoons 
Tissues  
paper towels 
 
Thank you to all for your generosity! 
 

 
 

Other 
 

School Calendar 

Regularly check the school calendar online link:   http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar 
 
NOTE:  Dates are continuously added and possibly changed throughout the year.  Please check 
the online school calendar regularly. 

 

Founders on Social Media! 

Be sure to follow Founders on Facebook here:    
 
Founders' Facebook Carpooling Group:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/ 
 
Founders' Facebook Volunteering Parents Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/ 
 

Be sure to follow Founders on Twitter here:         

Check out Founders Youtube Channel here:      
 
 
 
 

http://www.thefoundersacademy.org/calendar
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Founders-Academy-Public-Charter-School/675459439135607?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/groups/123952141583545/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1527282857342512/
https://twitter.com/foundersnh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxkvGKi5ww_-pR8f7_A5yrw
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